
The New Year symbolises fresh beginnings, ushering in hope
and opportunities. After the challenging year that was 2021, we
welcomed 2022 by renewing our vision for the Home:
'Together, We Nurture Every Child and Family to Shine.'   

The vision focuses our attention on the needs of each child and
family we serve in our Home and how we can support and
assist them in healing from their past to reach out for a
promising future where they can shine.

How do we do this? The keyword in the vision is "Together".
We need everyone's heart, mind and strength to make this
happen - our staff, volunteers, partners, the governing
authorities and the larger community. 

The Vital Role of Staff in Achieving our Vision  
Our staff are especially vital in realising this vision. We will
continue to train and equip them with the necessary expertise
to do their best in caring for the children. Studies have shown
that caregivers often face challenges and stresses that can
take a toll on them. We will also look into improving their
welfare and wellbeing. We must serve in the Home as a team
and support one another. When our staff are well cared for and
supported, they can better care for the children in their charge.   

Supporting our Children's Educational Needs  
As stewards of young lives, the Home is responsible for
overseeing various aspects of their development. One key area
of support is that of their educational needs. Proverbs 18:15
teaches us that "an intelligent heart acquires knowledge, and
the ear of the wise seeks knowledge." 

Education is a critical building block to help each child
shine in their future, making their academic progress a
priority in our Home. In this issue of Crossroads, we will
highlight the achievements, personalities and
programmes of our Education Department.

Our Educational team is small but impressive. It
consists of three members who oversee the
educational programmes and support services for our
special needs and dyslexic learners. Together they
monitor, supervise and customise the children's
learning programmes based on their specific needs.
Their dedicated work has shown positive results.

We started the new year on an encouraging note, with
many of our children showing improvements in their
2021 grades. We will continue to build on this success
as it allows our children to progress further in their
education and choose career pathways of their choice.

Every Child Deserves a Strong Start in Life   
I want to offer a particular word of thanks to all the
generous sponsors and volunteers this past year. Your
partnership with the Home has encouraged us
tremendously and set our children on a clearer and
firmer pathway to shine in their future. Every child
deserves this.   
 
Low Kee Hong 
Executive Director 
Chen Su Lan Methodist Children's Home

Starting 2022 With Renewed Vision & Hope 

The Crossroads is a quarterly newsletter of the Chen Su Lan Methodist Children's Home
for our volunteers and supporters. We hope to keep in touch with you on the news and
developments in the Home. In this issue, our spotlight is on the Education Department,
which oversees the holistic and educational development of our children. We also take a
look at what our children have been up to during their post-examination holidays.

FOREWORD BY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
As Executive Director, Mr Low Kee Hong oversees the planning and
operations of the Home to ensure that every child is well cared for and safe.
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2021 academic
results By Claudia Ann Ko

No one likes examinations, but they are a reality for
every student, including our Home's children. But there
is good news on this front – our children are doing well
and showing improvement in their scores. 

Despite COVID-19 disrupting education as we know it,
we have witnessed an encouraging level of resilience
and discipline from our children. 

Thanks to their diligent efforts and consistent support
from our staff, tutors, volunteers and their teachers in
school, the children's examination results have improved
overall over the previous year. This has certainly made
all of us here at the Home proud, and we wish our
children the best in the academic year ahead! 

The children are naturally pleased with their
achievements. "I scored higher than I expected! I'm
thrilled with my PSLE results," said Dean*.

Jian Yin*, another PSLE candidate, was grateful to his
teachers and tutors: "I am glad that I managed to pass
my PSLE, and I'm thankful for the support from my
teachers in school and the tutors at CSL." 

Nellie*, who sat for her N-Level examinations, was
thankful for the many people who were part of her
success: "I was delighted when I received my N-Level
results! I think I have worked really hard to achieve my
ideal score. I want to give special thanks to my CSL
tutors, Ms Nelle and Teacher Chris. Without them, I
wouldn't have achieved such good grades. In addition, I
want to thank my school teachers because they put in a
lot of effort for us. Thank you!"  

*Names of children have been changed for
confidentiality purposes. 



The December holidays
By Claudia Ann Ko

The children at CSLMCH were kept busy and engaged with an array
of specially arranged programmes during the December school
holidays. The programmes were enriching and provided a time of
rejuvenation and fun! 

Ukulele Classes: House of Truth 
After persevering through months of revision to prepare
for their PSLE, the boys from House of Truth celebrated
the end of examinations by attending eight exciting
sessions of ukulele classes. Although some of them had
briefly learnt to play the instrument in school, these
sessions were a good refresher for them, and they
thoroughly enjoyed it.  

Joshua* shared that "the class was very chill, and I
enjoyed learning and chatting with the instructor about
playing the ukulele."  

The boys were taught how to pluck strings, strum
several basic chords and steadily worked their way up
to play simple songs and scales on the ukulele. Though
certainly not considered experts by the end of the
programme, the boys' immense progress made within
the limited number of sessions was surprising. Strolling
past the practice rooms, one could not help but be
impressed to hear melodic tunes spinning gracefully
through the air. 

Francis* gave the class two thumbs up! "I had learnt
how to play the ukulele in school before, but Kor
Thomas taught us new ways to play. It was challenging
and fun to learn new things." 

Animation on Character
Design Workshop: House of
Peace & Truth
Have you ever wanted to create your own
characters? Have you experimented with digital
art instead of the usual pencil strokes on paper? 
  
Boys from House of Peace and Truth were
fortunately allowed to do just that! They
participated in creating their own characters
and learning the necessary skills using Pixlr
Editor to bring these characters to life as 2D
artworks! Digital Art enhanced their creative
thinking skills, challenging them to turn the
various ideas floating within their minds into
vivid drawings for all to see.

The workshop was clearly a hit among the
children. Said a beaming Michael*, "This
workshop was great! I definitely learnt
something new about digital art and how to
make a pixel character."   
 
Hua* agreed, saying, "I like to draw and do art,
so I really enjoyed and benefited from this
workshop!" 



Neela’s and Hwee Lian’s presentations*:   Media and Presentation Sessions:
House of Hope & Peace
For any student, nothing is more nerve-wracking than
having to present in front of your entire class. Script
trembling in a tight-knuckled grip, eyes shifting uneasily
around the room – this is a common experience for many.
Through this workshop, the children were taught how to
confidently craft and make impactful presentations.  
  
They were first tasked to identify their favourite characters
and write a brief script to introduce them to the class. The
children were guided on video editing, each creating their
own short clip, combining visuals and auditory elements to
further elevate their presentations.
 
After sufficient practise, the children finally managed to
deliver passionate presentations! Their presentations were
also recorded, allowing them to evaluate themselves and
learn how to improve further. 
  
For the second part of the workshop, the girls of House of
Hope worked in pairs to create their very own characters!
Assigned to consider various situations their characters
might face, the girls' problem-solving skills were stretched
as they explored ways to resolve the obstacles. As for the
boys of House of Peace, they were tasked to persuade
others to try their favourite food or items by delivering their
own thoughtfully scripted presentations. Their presentation
skills were successfully pushed even further!

Drama Programme: House of Love,
Faith & Grace  

 
The holidays were "dramatic" for the children from House of
Love, Faith, and Grace as their Drama Programme taught
them various skills while letting them have fun! 

A safe space was created for our younger children to have
fun and enjoy themselves at the programme. Each session
started with warm-ups and stretches, followed by an array of
games and exercises that taught the children movements,
expressions and language skills used in drama. 

The youths of House of Grace had a different focus. As
several of them were new to the dormitory, their instructor
began with team building activities to encourage the girls to
get to know each other. The girls then steadily progressed to
more demanding exercises that required concentration and
expression. By the end of the Drama Programme, the girls
learned to be more confident and forged strong bonds
amongst one another. 

"I found the games and activities very fun. Most importantly,
the programme allowed me a time of bonding with the rest of
the girls in my dorm. I cannot wait to participate in more of
these sorts of programmes!" affirmed Angela*. 

What was the children’s feedback on the course? 

Said Andrew*, "The instructors were extremely patient and kind, and the programme was engaging!" 

Chew Ling* shared that "through this programme, I learnt how to edit and prepare slides for a presentation. I
liked that we were also guided on how to improve our presentations!" 

Thiam Leng*  summed it up well; "I enjoyed the workshop a lot! The instructors gave us the freedom to choose
and present our favourite characters. They also prepared a treat for our last lesson, and we had a feast!" 



Career Guidance Programme:
House of Joy
The future is unpredictable, and it is common to feel
uncertain, even trepidation, as you ponder on what
lies ahead. With their N-Level Examinations looming
closer and closer, the youths from House of Joy
participated in the Career Guidance Programme to
provide them with some idea of possible career
pathways. 
  
The youths were allowed to explore their strengths
and interests through the programme while allocated
to temporary jobs that matched their preferences.
With most of them in Secondary 3 and 4, they were
guided through various career choices and the
necessary academic pathways at ITE or Polytechnic
levels that would lead them there.  
  
After narrowing down their choices in courses and
jobs, the youths were challenged to roleplay as
interviewees. These practice interviews were
recorded and reviewed, allowing them to improve
their interview skills.  
  
The future may be unforeseeable, but it is also full of
possibilities. Through this programme, the youths
could attain a clearer goal, helping them not be
fearful but hopeful for their future.  
  
The youths found the programme beneficial. Said Joo
Gim*, “I loved looking through the courses and writing
down what I’m interested in! It was an enlightening
experience.” 
  
For Kim Leng*, “The programme allowed me to share
my thoughts about what I want to do in future with
everyone and get a clearer picture in mind.” 
  
The programme was an eye-opener for Sean*:
“Getting to know the job application processes was
interesting, and I hope to be able to apply what I
learned to get a job in future.”  

For Aimee*, the programme was a success
because of the instructor: "My friends and
I learned how to communicate better with
each other and speak our minds. I loved
the instructor, Ms Serena, as she was so
engaging and lively throughout the
sessions!" 



Come On, Vamanos! with The
Young Explorers of CSLMCH 
By Ganesan Gabashini

It’s boring to stay cooped up indoors watching Dora The Explorer on TV when you
could pack your backpack and start your own adventure! This was precisely what the
children did during their end-of-year holidays. 

House of Truth: Morrison* attempting 
walls of varying levels of difficulty. 

House of Faith: Rozelle* overcoming 
her fear of climbing the walls. 

The exciting adventure involved rocks, caves and ropes,
much like a mini-transformation of Dora’s many forest-
themed journeys, but with no chasing foxes or wolves.
Organised by the Education Department of the Home,
Adventure Day was the highlight of the November-December
enrichment programmes. Adventure Day provided the young
explorers with a safe and engaging platform for experiential
learning activities such as Rock Climbing, Artificial Caving
and Challenge Ropes.  

While hanging from ropes like Tarzan and maneuvering caves
with a treasure hunter’s enthusiasm, the children and youths
learnt much about the importance of teamwork. They also
developed their socio-economic skills in the process. Though
tiring, the activities were enjoyable and memorable. 

Clip N Climb @ Home Team NS Tampines   
With much trepidation, he placed his foot on the first rock. He
slowly ascended, his hands burning from the surface
pressure, the cheers from his friends quenching his fear. A
couple of steps later, his heart started to beat faster. The
ground seemed very far away. He turned his head to look at
his peers, and they smiled up at him, “You can do it!”  

“I did it!” came his hoot of victory when he reached the top of
the wall.  

At HomeTeam NS Tampines’ Clip N Climb centre, the younger
children aimed for the skies with their exciting rock-climbing
experience. The facility featured 19 colourful climbing
challenges with varying levels of difficulty, and nothing could
stop these adventurous souls from trying them all with
childlike positivity despite their initial childhood fears.  

Dorsan* loved the experience, saying, “Climbing was so
exciting! We had a lot of fun trying out the different walls. I
was initially terrified to climb, but I enjoyed myself and had a
lot of fun at Clip & Climb. I want to go back to try other
activities!” 

The activities were a crowd-pleaser.  

Said Bao Chu*, “I enjoyed myself! I was afraid of heights, but
I saw my friend conquer his fears, and it made me believe I
could do it too! Although it was tiring, I had a lot of fun." 

Alex* echoed Bao Chu’s sentiments: “Clip & Climb was so
good! I enjoyed climbing with my dormmates as we
challenged each other and had a lot of fun and laughter
together. Although I was a bit scared to climb at first, I felt
competitive, brave, and courageous when I reached the top
of each wall. I would love to go back and challenge myself to
beat the high score of the Timer Wall!” 



Adventure HQ @ Home Team NS Khatib  

However, the older youths had grown out of
the ‘Dora The Explorer’ phase a long time ago.
These young warriors were brought to the
Adventure HQ at Home Team NS Khatib, where
they tested the samurai skills they had learnt
from watching Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
instead. Participating in physically and mentally
challenging activities such as The Ninja Team
Challenge, The High Elements and The Eureka!
Challenge indeed developed their open-
mindedness and communication skills. 

In The Ninja Team Challenge, the teams were
given a yoga ball at the start of the activity and
had to ensure that they did not drop it while
completing the Ninja Course.  

The High Elements literally brought them to high places. From
a height of around 2-storeys, the youths attempted several
obstacle courses with their hearts in their throats and yet,
still had smiles on their faces as they bonded over their
shared struggle. In addition to these physical exertions, they
were also prompted to maximise their thinking skills and
solve challenges in The Eureka! Challenge. 

Despite the masks on their faces, their smiles were evident in
their eyes as they completed Adventure Day successfully. All
of them were victorious in their journey and came home with
essential life lessons and values as priceless trophies that
would last for their lifetime. 
 
Said Yew Lam*, “I enjoyed myself and was able to try out
new things like the high elements, the manmade cave, and
rock climbing. Though it was challenging, I could play
properly and safely, thanks to the guidance of our facilitators
and mentors. If there’s a similar activity in future, I would love
to participate in it!” 

House of Mercy & Joy: Shan* and Lim Sim*
cheer Ian* on as he tries to overcome his

fear of sliding down the fireman pole. 

House of
Peace:

Jonathan* 
on the Ninja

Course. 

House of Grace & Hope:
Girls traversing the High

Elements as a team. 



When Pooi Keng left her civil servant job after 20 years in
April 2020, she wasn’t expecting the nationwide lockdown
that followed later the same day.  
 
“All the while, I’d liked to do voluntary work; it was just that I
didn’t have the time. Then when I quit my job in 2020, that
same day, PM Lee announced the lockdown,” she shared,
laughing at the coincidence. 
 
As a volunteer tutor at the Home, Pooi Keng offers her
students 1-to-1 tuition in Mathematics and Chinese and
works closely with them in monitoring their understanding of
what is being taught and examined at school. She firmly
believes a solid educational foundation for young people is
an asset to shape their whole lives. 

“If there is a need to help in their education, I will step
forward.” 

Pooi Keng recalls that her only experience in tutoring was
when she was younger and offered home tuition to primary
school students.  

“All along, I have had a heart for young children. Due to my
busy work schedule, I didn’t have time to do volunteer work.
Now that I have more free time, I want to do something
meaningful in life. I decided to take up volunteering at
CSLMCH.” 

When asked about her career, Pooi Keng shares that she
has no intention to return to the workforce soon, as she
remains steadfast in her commitment to the children in the
Home. 

“The inspiration is that I believe good education and good
values when they are young are very important. So if we can
teach them the right thing, help them in their education,
even in developing sound values - it’s for their whole lives.
We should start when they are young.” 

In the period that Pooi Keng has volunteered at the Home,
she has found satisfaction and is grateful for the
opportunity. She remains keen on volunteering to put her
passion to support the young. 

volunteer spotlight: 
Volunteering as a tutor 
– Pooi Keng’s Journey 
By Shraddha Katkuri

A civil servant turned housewife, Mok Pooi Keng, has been volunteering
with the Home since March 2021. Pooi Keng met her assigned resident in
person only a few times before the Home came under a restricted contact
policy because of the pandemic in April 2021. She continued to tutor the
child regularly via Zoom. Once restrictions were relaxed, Pooi Keng also
graciously agreed to tutor another child during her sessions in person and
is continuing her service into 2022. 



Thankfully, when measures loosened up, he was able to return on-site and see the kids in
person again for tuition. For Wei Lun, such sessions would look something like this: one to three
children, one to two hours a week, and a whole bunch of fun. 

volunteer spotlight: 
from maintaining planes
to nurturing souls 
By Joy Huang

Liang Wei Lun first began volunteering at the Home in the Interact
Club of Serangoon Junior College and carried on with his
volunteering through the National University of Singapore Raffles
Volunteer Corps. Now a working adult in the aviation industry, Wei
Lun has been a regular volunteer tutor even through the COVID-19
pandemic. Besides tutoring, he actively participates in the Home’s
education department’s learning journeys and various outings.  

While fumbling with the various Zoom settings and
struggling to “admit” the children, Wei Lun realised
the struggles of technology and COVID-19. He
recalls the difficulty trying to capture the kids'
attention pre-COVID, sighing that the kids would
get distracted and stop paying attention. With the
COVID-19 restrictions put in place in 2021, things
got even more challenging, and he was at a loss
for how to manage. 

“I preferred face-to-face sessions over Zoom,
especially when I was tutoring up to three kids, all
at different educational levels. When I focused on
one boy, the other two boys would get distracted
and talk amongst themselves. 

It’s kind of embarrassing to say, but I struggled a lot with technology itself because it was my
first-time doing Zoom tuition. It was only until the third session that things improved when
another volunteer helped me out with it.” 

He usually would start by helping them with
the seemingly endless piles of homework
before moving on to do some revision. (At
this point, the kids would start groaning out
of homework-induced misery, and he’d
laugh and carry on.) Before the pandemic,
Wei Lun would also get opportunities to help
plan learning journeys and tag along during
excursions. 

Wei Lun has obviously struck a chord with
the children. Said a grateful Tommy*,
“Thank you, Kor Wei Lun, for always
showing me kindness and patience and
thank you for teaching me the main core
subjects. I truly appreciate you helping me
pass my PSLE and correcting my mistakes
and attitude in learning. The past three
years with you were wonderful!” 



“The learning journeys and activities we did
were quite simple, like bowling or swimming.
The kids especially loved the Sengkang and
Jurong swimming complex because of the
slides and all. Some of the excursions I went
on included the Marina Barrage guided tour
and Adventure Race, library reading sessions,
rock climbing at Yishun SAFRA”, shared Wei
Lun.

As he typically worked with a selected group
of kids, he rarely got the chance to meet
every child in the Home. So, a very
memorable experience for him through his
many years of volunteering would always be
the Annual Camp during the June Holidays. It
was only then that he could meet and mingle
with the majority of unfamiliar faces.  

He added, “It was quite a struggle in the first
half of the day trying to get to know them and
break the ice. But once everything became
‘chill’ and the kids began to accept me, I could
see the one shy and unconfident kid trying to
step out of their comfort zone and attempt to
lead the group in activities. It was really
heart-warming for me to see that [change],
and it was very inspiring to know that I was
there as a support to help them grow beyond
what they think their potential is.” 

In the end, Wei Lun thinks that volunteering is a
two-way street - while the kids learn from him
as a role model, he learns from them as well.
For example, figuring out new ways to
communicate with them, being patient, and
working out emotions together with them. He
jokes that it would come in handy if he became
a parent in the future. But on a serious note, the
thing that’s kept him going is watching the kids
grow and mature. 
 
“Life is like a game of cards. The kids may have
been dealt a bad hand, but how they play their
hand determines their future. I find joy and
purpose in helping them play their cards well.
I’m always learning new things, new ways of
helping, interacting and de-escalating tense
situations with the kids. All of this makes it a
great ecosystem for the kids’ development in
the Home, and I am thankful to have a part to
play here.” 

Wei Lun hopes that more people will volunteer
with the Home, and share their expertise and
experience with the children and youths.  



staff spotlight:
Make a positive difference
in their lives 
By Low Shuen Ern

Nancy Lau once worked at a publishing firm. Now, she is a dedicated
Senior Programme Executive coordinating the tuition schedule and
looking after the academic needs of the children. Due to her long
service, she has witnessed the Home transform into what it is today. 

When we think of tutoring, we think of outstanding results
that must come from it. Well, that’s true for most people,
but not Nancy. To her, the children under her guidance,
aged 8 to 18, have already come a long way just by trying
their best to sit still during lessons.  

 “I always remember my first prayer, asking God to use me.
I am happy to play a part in the  lives of the children!” 

Many of the children in the Home have learning disabilities
such as ADHD or dyslexia, making it difficult for them to
concentrate during lessons. Some also face emotional
turmoil stemming from family issues, further hindering their
ability to stay motivated and focused on their studies.
Hence she said, “I'm not concerned with the end results,
whether it's a grade A or B. Just seeing their willingness to
put in the effort and try harder makes me proud of them,
and I couldn't be happier".   

"Occasionally, I get stressed when a resident is not coping
or behaving well. So, I turn to my supportive colleagues for
their help". Nancy also remains positive when the going
gets tough by remembering the good times with the
children. Her hobbies – cycling and walking – help to give
her refreshment.   

Nancy feels the importance to cultivate attachment with
the children. She recalled one occasion when she went
swimming and hiking with them at Pulau Ubin. Through the
shared time, Nancy fosters close emotional bonds with the
children and develops trusting relationships. They,
therefore, feel comfortable approaching her when they
have issues.   

"My only wish is to see the children independent and
strong. I want to help them thrive and have the willpower
to go on even when they face difficulties."   

Speaking with Nancy, it is clear that she cares for the
children in the Home and wants to make a difference in
their lives.



PropNex management and
key organisers presented

the cheque donation to our
Executive Director, Mr Low
Kee Hong, on 12 Dec 2021.

PropNex representatives
delivered Christmas gifts to

our Home on 9 Dec 2021.

Appreciating
our partner

PropNex Realty Pte Ltd has been
supporting the Home for many years
and in different ways. Before the
COVID-19 pandemic, a dedicated
group of volunteers would plan
exciting programmes and outings to
engage our children and youths. 

Last Christmas, PropNex rallied fellow
PropNexians to raise funds for the
Home. Their effort helped raise a total
of $250,000 in aid of our Home's
programmes and services. Besides
fundraising, some PropNexians also
came down to support the Home's
annual camp as camp facilitators.
Despite difficulties faced during the
event planning and restrictions
because of COVID-19 measures, the
Home is truly grateful for their giving
spirit and endless enthusiasm to make
the camp a success! 

The Home would like to extend our
utmost appreciation to all the
PropNexians for spreading festive
cheer to our children and youths. We
look forward to future programmes
and collaborations with PropNex once
the COVID-19 situation improves. 


